
































maritime.graduate@dot.gov to discuss appropriate sea service documentation and/or alternate 

options for submitting proof of your sea service. 

MARAD requirements for acceptable sea service documentation are the same as the U.S. Coast 

Guard’s, and your sea service letter must therefore conform with the requirements of 46 C.F.R. § 

10.232(a). 

 

The sea service document does not have to be in any specific format, but the document should be 

on official company letterhead and contain the following information: 

 

(i) Vessel name(s) and official numbers listed on the registration, certificate, or 

document issued. 

(ii) Gross tonnage of the vessel. 

(iii) Propulsion power and mode of propulsion of the vessel. 

(iv) The amount and nature (e.g. chief mate, assistant engineer, etc.) of the applicant's 

experience. 

(iv) Applicable dates of service for each vessel, and the ports or terminals if applicable. 

(v) The routes upon which the experience was acquired. 

(vi) For those seeking service credit on towing vessels in accordance with §11.211(e) of 

this subchapter, the aggregate tonnage of the tug and barges during the mariner's 

service. 

(vii) Any other information necessary to determine the applicability of STCW to the 

vessel 

   

K.      What happens if I fail to meet my service obligation? 

 

You signed a legal agreement to meet your post-graduation service obligation as a condition of 

enrollment in USMMA or in the SIP program.  Failure to comply with your service obligation 

may cause you to be entered into default status pursuant to 46 U.S.C. §§ 51306(b), 51306(c), 

51509(e), or 51509(f).  If a midshipman/SIP cadet or graduate is deemed to be in default, 

MARAD will first refer all such defaulted individuals to the Department of Defense for 

induction into the U.S. Armed Forces, whereby the Secretary of Defense may order the defaulted 

individual to serve on active duty as allowed by law.  If the Secretary of Defense chooses not to 

order the defaulted individual to serve on active duty, then MARAD will pursue the defaulted 

individual in conjunction with the Department of Justice to recover from the defaulted individual 

the entire cost of education or SIP funding provided to the defaulted individual, plus interest and 

attorneys’ fees as legally permissible. 
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